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Birth and childhood 
Hulton Archive/Getty 
 
Adolf Hitler, pictured as a child circa 
1889. 
Adolf Hitler was born on 20 April in the 
small Austrian town of Braunau am Inn, 
in Upper Austria on the Austrian-German 
border. 
His father, Alois, was a customs official 
while his mother, Klara, came from a poor 
peasant family. Life was financially 
comfortable for the Hitler family but 
Alois was a domineering character and 
young Adolf frequently found himself on 
the wrong side of his father's short temper. At primary school Hitler was a clever, popular 
child. At secondary school he withdrew psychologically, preferring to re-enact battles 
from the Boer War than study. He left school with no qualifications at 16. 	
Feb 1908 
Down and out in Vienna 
Hugo Jaeger/Getty Images 
 
Adolf Hitler's drawing of the 
Austrian Parliament Building, 
Vienna. 
Hitler dreamt of a career as an artist. 
His father had rejected the idea but 
after he died in 1903 Hitler would try 
to make his dream a reality. 
He applied to the Vienna Academy 
of Fine Arts but was promptly 
rejected in October 1907. Shortly after, Hitler's beloved mother died. He moved to 
Vienna and scratched out a precarious bohemian existence sleeping in hostels and 
painting postcards. Here he began to develop many of the views, which would later 
characterize his ideology and desire to unite Germany and Austria. The anti-Semitic 
politics of Vienna's mayor, Karl Lueger, were particularly influential. 				
		
Aug 1914 
Fighting for the Fatherland 
Getty 
 
Hitler and his distinctive toothbrush 
moustache. 
Hitler hated the multi-ethnic composition of 
Austria's ruling Habsburg Empire. 
Determined to avoid military service, he 
moved to Munich in 1913. 
Hitler was keen to prove his loyalty to 
Germany. In August 1914 the world plunged 
into a war unlike any seen before. Hitler 
quickly enlisted. In the army he finally 
found purpose; a cause with which he could 
wholly identify. Serving in both France and 
Belgium, he was twice decorated for 
bravery. In 1916, Hitler was wounded at the 
Somme, one of the bloodiest battles of the 
war. Convalescing in Germany, he affected a distinctive toothbrush moustache. 		
Jun 1919 
Treaty of Versailles 
Getty 
 
Protests in Germany against the 
Treaty of Versailles. 
To the victors the spoils: when 
the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed in summer 1919, 
Germany was forced to accept 
sole responsibility for the war. 
Just as damaging, the peace 
obliged Germany to pay large 
amounts in reparations. The 
huge loss of territory it also 
dictated came as a devastating 
blow. Hitler bitterly resented it. 
Defeat and then humiliation at Versailles challenged his whole sense of worth. Still in the 
army, Hitler was sent to report on an emerging far-right group, the German Workers' 
Party (later renamed the Nazi Party). Finding he agreed with their nationalist, anti-






Hitler giving a speech during his 
election campaign. 
Hitler’s oratory skills helped him 
rise quickly through the ranks of his 
new party. In February he spoke 
before a crowd of nearly 6,000 in 
Munich. 
To publicize the meeting, he 
engaged in propaganda tactics – 
sending out party supporters in 
trucks with swastikas to leaflet the 
area. But the party executive, 
including founder Anton Drexler, were uneasy at Hitler's growing popularity. In an effort 
to weaken his position, they formed an alliance with a socialist group while Hitler was in 
Berlin visiting other nationalist parties. It backfired spectacularly. Hitler promptly 





The 1938 edition of Hitler's 
Mein Kampf. 
Hitler served just nine 
months of his sentence in 
the Bavarian fortress of 
Landsberg am Lech. Here 
he wrote Mein Kampf, 
defining his political vision. 
For him, the state was not 
an economic entity but 
racial. He declared the 
superiority of a white Aryan 
race, with particular vitriol 
reserved for the Jews he 
viewed as "parasites". Their elimination, he said, "must necessarily be a bloody process". 
Mein Kampf outlined the central tenets of a Germany under Nazi control – military 
expansion, elimination of "impure" races and dictatorial authoritarianism. After its 
publication in July 1925, the book saw more exposure for Hitler’s views. 	
		
Jan 1933 
Leader of Germany 
Getty 
 
German President Paul von 
Hindenburg in a car with Nazi leader 
and Chancellor of Germany, Adolf 
Hitler in Berlin. 
Now a German citizen, Hitler led the 
Nazis to become the largest party in 
Germany with over 37% of the 
popular vote in the elections of July 
1932. 
German President von Hindenburg's 
concern at growing Communist support persuaded him to give Hitler the post of 
Chancellor in January. Hitler quickly consolidated his position. By March he had 
dictatorial powers courtesy of the Enabling Act, which allowed him to pass laws without 
Reichstag approval. Political parties, organizations and unions unassociated with the 
Nazis were soon disbanded. But Hitler still needed the support of the army to fulfill the 
vision he had outlined in Mein Kampf. 	
Sep 1935 
Nuremberg Laws 
Photo 12/UIG via Getty Images 
 
Adolf Hitler delivers a speech during the 
Party Congress at Nuremberg in 1935. 
Since 1933 the Nazis had tried to exclude 
Jews and other 'undesirables' from public 
life. In 1935 a new phase began – enforced 
biological segregation. 
At the annual Nuremberg rally Hitler 
announced laws denying Jewish people 
citizenship and prohibiting marriage or sexual relations with people of "German or 
related blood". Anyone with three or more Jewish grandparents was affected, irrespective 
of their own religious identity. Hitler characterized the laws as an effort to "achieve the 
legislative regulation of a problem which, if it breaks down again, will then have to be 
transferred by law to the National Socialist Party for final solution". 				
		
Sep 1938 
Appeasement and expansion 
Getty 
 
German troops march into 
Czechoslovakia, occupying the 
Sudetenland. 
With his vision under way 
domestically, Hitler set his 
sights beyond Germany's 
borders. Lebensraum – 
territorial expansion – was 
next on his agenda. 
In March Hitler triumphantly 
led Nazi troops into Austria, 
achieving his goal of unifying 
the country of his birth and the country he ruled. His next target was the Sudetenland in 
Czechoslovakia. Convinced that neither Neville Chamberlain, the British prime minister, 
nor his French counterpart Edouard Daladier wanted war, Hitler pressed his demands. At 
a conference in Munich organized by Chamberlain, those demands were met. Nazi troops 
marched into Czechoslovakia and took the Sudetenland. 	
Apr 1945 
Defeat and death 
Getty 
 
Red Army soldiers raise the 
Soviet flag over the Reichstag in 
Berlin on 30 April. 
As Soviet troops closed in on his 
bunker in Berlin, Hitler accepted 
the inevitability of his defeat. He 
set into action his plan to take his 
own life. 
Hours beforehand, he married Eva 
Braun, who had remained by his 
side for 11 years. They were wed 
early on the morning of 29 April. 
The next day, at a little after 3.30 pm, they bit into thin glass vials of cyanide. Hitler then 
shot himself through the head. The man responsible for untold suffering, who had almost 
single-handedly brought the world to the very brink of destruction, was dead. 		
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• 			Activity	 What	the	Teacher	is	doing	 What	the	students	are	doing	Introduce	Venn	Diagram	 On	the	butcher	paper,	make	a	Venn	Diagram.		Then	write	“Ghetto”	over	one	circle	and	ask	students	to	tell	you	everything	they	know	
As	a	class,	help	complete	one	side	of	the	Venn	Diagram		
		








































































































The Terrible Things: An Allegory of the Holocaust by Eve Bunting; 
illustrated by Stephen Gammell. Copyright. 1980 (originally published by 
Harper & Row). Copyright, 1993. The Jewish Publication Society: 
Philadelphia. 
Brief synopsis: (F) 
This allegory is probably the most widely used picture book to introduce 
children to the Holocaust. It is the tale of animals living in the forest peacefully 
until the "Terrible Things" come. Each group of animals is taken away one by 
one by these "Terrible Things", who represent the Nazis. None of the remaining 
animals speak up for the victims, and even begin to rationalize about their 
demise. It is truly a story about speaking up for what is right, and not to be a 
bystander.  	
Nine Spoons: A Chanukah Story by Marci Stillerman; illustrated by Pesach 
Gerber. Copyright, 1998. Hachai Publishing: New York. 
Brief synopsis: (NF) 
This story takes place during Chanukah when a grandmother shares with her 
grandchildren her true story about a Chanukah celebration in a Nazi slave labor 
camp. The tale revolves around the gathering of nine spoons from different 
prisoners to make a menorah for the holidays, and how the prisoners lit the 
menorah each night of Chanukah. One of the Holocaust survivors actually kept 
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